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Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People — Second Report — 
Report review 2020–21: Examination of selected reports by the Commissioner for Children and Young People — 

Motion 
Resumed from 16 March on the following motion moved by Hon Jackie Jarvis — 

That the report be noted. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: On the last occasion, I talked about the second report of Joint Standing Committee on the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People, Report review 2020–21: Examination of selected reports by the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People. At that time, I spent a fair bit of time talking about the Speaking Out 
Survey, which was the second time that I think the commissioner conducted the survey. A survey was previously 
done back in 2019 and another one was done subsequently in 2021. In speaking to that, I talked about a number 
of issues identified by the Speaking Out Survey 2021, including those on page 3 of the report, “Prioritising the 
needs of disadvantaged and vulnerable children and young people”. 
I think it is important to talk about mental health, and mental health among children and young people, as identified 
in the report of the joint standing committee. Mental health is a critical issue for many children and young people. 
The 2020–21 survey results have reaffirmed the previous survey results back in 2019. The findings are across all 
essential wellbeing of children and young people. A considerable percentage of children do not view their lives 
positively, with older students and female students more broadly reporting lower wellbeing scores. Mental health 
is a critical issue in years 7 to 12, with students reporting poor life satisfaction, low self-esteem, high levels of stress, 
and the feeling that they cannot cope with life challenges. These issues are not isolated. A lot of children and young 
people in Western Australia have experienced such anxieties and feelings. I think it is important for the Parliament 
and the government to continue to raise these issues and come up with strategies to help ameliorate the feeling of 
those people who are experiencing mental health issues and, in this case, children and young people who are 
experiencing mental health issues. 
Another matter identified is the issue of COVID-19, which has affected many children and young people. The 
Commissioner for Children and Young People identified through the Speaking Out Survey 2021 that one-third of 
students reported that their life has been negatively affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. They are experiencing 
emotions such as anxiety and stress and not feeling confident about the future. I think it is right for young people 
to speak out about their feelings, because it is a once-in-a-century event. Not many people in the present day lived 
through the Spanish flu pandemic 100 years ago. That caused worldwide damage in many countries. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Last time I spoke on this matter was 23 February this year, when I raised concerns with the 
government that have not yet been responded to. The report that is presently before us examines a number of reports 
that have been put out by the Commissioner for Children and Young People—the now former Commissioner for 
Children and Young People. There are three elements in this report that I drew to the attention of the government. 
The first was the concerns raised by the former commissioner that can be found on page 3 at paragraph 2.3, 
which states — 

The Commissioner continues to urge the government to support and implement the recommendations 
from the 2017 Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. Mr Pettit — 

I pause there to note that that is, of course, Mr Pettit, the now former Commissioner for Children and Young People. 
It goes on to say — 

Mr Pettit noted 4 years of the 10-year implementation period had now passed and progress had been slow. 
He said the Royal Commission had revealed that children are not safe in a range of environments and this 
needed to be addressed with greater urgency across all states. 

The source of that information is the transcript of evidence from a hearing that took place on 13 October last year. 
At that time, the then commissioner indicated that he considered that progress had been slow. What has taken place 
in the time that has since transpired—some 10 months? Has there been an expedition of progress by the government? 
We do not know because no-one within government rises to give us a progress update on these matters. The former 
commissioner, in his then role, indicated that greater urgency was required across the states. The context of those 
comments is that he has indicated that children are not safe in a range of environments. One of those environments, 
and one of the cohort of children he is referring to, relates to young girls. Members can see that in the immediately 
following chapter—chapter 3—entitled “Commissioner’s report on the decline in wellbeing for girls”. I have 
spoken on this previously, but I will highlight two particular points. 

The first is that the report that had been prepared by the Commissioner for Children and Young People’s office in, 
as I understand it, August 2021, had detailed a number of key findings, two of which are — 

• Female young people are less likely to feel safe at home, at school, in their community or on public transport. 
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• Female young people are more likely to be sexually assaulted by a relative or family member, experience 
intimate partner violence, sexual harassment and sexual assault, and to be cyberbullied.  

This takes me to an episode that took place during the winter recess. It was drawn to my attention that a retail 
outlet at Lakeside Joondalup Shopping City had what I would describe as child-unsafe material, and it had attracted 
the attention of a number of concerned constituents in the North Metropolitan Region, specifically in the Joondalup 
area. I was contacted about that in two capacities: one, as the shadow Attorney General but also as the shadow 
Minister for Child Protection. I explained to the constituents that strictly speaking the child protection portfolio is 
not specifically looking at this type of harm to children, but it is something that ought to exercise the mind of the 
Attorney General of the day. 

Members may recall that the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People in, 
as best as I can recall, the thirty-eighth Parliament, directed the then Commissioner for Children and Young People 
to undertake an inquiry into the sexualisation of children, and that manifested itself in a report that arrived at the 
beginning of the thirty-ninth Parliament, to the best of my recall, which set out a series of recommendations to be 
undertaken and considered by the then Attorney General. Now some 10 years have passed, and members following 
closely with respect to the chronology will note that that was at a time when the Liberal Party was on the government 
benches. Now 10 years have passed and one needs to ask the question. Maybe this is something that this committee 
can specifically look into. It is probably timely to inquire: to what extent have those recommendations been 
implemented 10 years on? 
It seems to me that a subsequent Commissioner for Children and Young People has indicated that children are not 
safe in a range of environments and greater urgency is required. A former commissioner has indicated that female 
young people are less likely to feel safe at home, at school, in their community or on public transport. It is no wonder 
that is the case if they have to routinely walk down the mall at the shopping centre and be confronted, have put upon 
them, unsafe and hypersexualised imagery. As I have been at pains to explain to the landlords of that facility, it 
does nothing—I digress momentarily; I must say those landlords were quite receptive to my advocacy and quite 
respectful of the position that I put forward on behalf of constituents. However, one needs to consider for a moment 
what it is like for a victim of child sexual abuse to have that type of imagery pushed upon them as they are simply 
going about their business in a shopping centre. It is incredibly re-traumatising. It is not a safe environment for 
them in that situation, and that is why we end up with these types of findings from the Commissioner for Children 
and Young People that female young people are less likely to feel safe at home, at school or in their community. This 
type of, frankly, irresponsible corporate behaviour by certain retailers is a contributing factor. This is why I suggest 
that the committee might like to revisit the findings that were made in that previous report, and consider it in light 
of this latest report from the commissioner on Exploring the decline in wellbeing for Australian girls. 

In my remaining time, I would also like to pick up on the fourth chapter of this report, “The Commissioner’s review 
of Department of Communities placement of children with harmful sexual behaviours in residential care settings”. 
This was another very significant and serious report. It appears to me that the Minister for Child Protection has 
been very uncomfortable in dealing with it. Nevertheless, it needs to be looked at and it cannot be forgotten. The 
history of that matter is that in October 2020, the Minister for Child Protection asked the Commissioner for Children 
and Young People to review the Department of Communities’ policies and other things related to that as a result 
of some strong advocacy in the community and by the opposition. In September 2021, the Commissioner for Children 
and Young People tabled a report, which is available to members, and I highly commend it to them if they have 
not had the opportunity to consider it. There is a government response on that matter, and that response is also worthy 
of further analysis. I hope that we will have the opportunity to consider it either today or on another occasion. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: Thank you for the opportunity to continue my remarks that I started earlier this afternoon. 
I was talking about the impact of COVID-19 on children and young people and the devastating negative impact 
on some people and especially on some children and young people. The early stage of the pandemic back in 
March 2020 was a period of uncertainty and there was heightened anxiety about where we were heading as a state 
and as a community in terms of our health and our security. I am glad that under the leadership of the Premier of 
Western Australia, Hon Mark McGowan, and his government, we got through that. We ensured that the most 
vulnerable Western Australians were protected because of our health and security measures. We kept the barriers 
up and, as a direct consequence, we became the envy of the world in terms of not only protecting the lives and 
health and wellbeing of Western Australians, but also preserving our economic activities. That was for not only 
Western Australia but also the whole nation because we are the engine house for the economy of the great nation 
of Australia. 
As a by-product, a person from Queensland became really upset. His name is Clive Palmer. He was pretty upset 
that he could not come in, so he launched litigation after litigation against the state government, against the Premier 
and against the Attorney General. His claim could have had a hugely devastating financial impact on the future of 
the state. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 10 August 2022] 

 p3307b-3310a 
Hon Pierre Yang; Hon Nick Goiran 

 [3] 

Point of Order 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I know it is customary for a bit of latitude to be given but I just draw to your attention that 
the report before us is Report Review 2020–21: Examination of selected reports by the Commissioner for Children 
and Young People. I think the most reasonable observer would find it difficult to see the connection in respect of 
Mr Palmer and Mr McGowan in the circumstances. 
The DEPUTY CHAIR (Hon Sally Talbot): Member, I was following the comments of Hon Pierre Yang very 
closely and I personally was very confident that he was about to explain to the house very clearly how his remarks 
related to the report in question.  

Committee Resumed 
Hon PIERRE YANG: Thank you very much, deputy chair. I was just about to discuss the next point under 
heading 2.3 of the report. Before I move on to that, I note that COVID-19 has had, and continues to have, a negative 
impact on some people’s mental health. That is undeniable. Children and young people in particular should be 
supported with that. I am glad that the Commissioner for Children and Young People looked at that issue and 
included it in his report, and I am glad that the committee noted and discussed the issue in its report. 
I want to move on to the point that I touched on earlier today—that is, prioritising the needs of disadvantaged and 
vulnerable children and young people. The commissioner’s office has continued its work to support and understand 
the needs of a range of disadvantaged and/or vulnerable children, with targeted projects in Aboriginal communities 
and for children and young people affected by disability, poverty, detention, abuse and mental health problems. 
I was talking about mental health. In the old days, mental health issues came with a lot of stigma. People wanted to 
look tough and presented themselves as not being affected by mental health issues. As I have discussed on a number 
of occasions in this forum, during my time in the Australian Army Reserve, the Army would hold an orientation 
for all Army reservists at the beginning of the year to remind us of a number of issues, including mental health. As 
we have seen, mental health is a major issue that is facing some veterans. Serving members of the military sometimes 
come under enormous amounts of stress. I am glad that the committee and the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People looked at and extensively discussed the issue of mental health. 
As the title of this report states, it is an examination of selected reports by the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People. Among those reports is the commissioner’s report on the decline in wellbeing for girls. As correctly 
stated by the committee, a key finding of the commissioner’s 2019 Speaking Out Survey was that female young 
people in Western Australia rated their wellbeing less favourably than male young people. This was the case 
across multiple areas, including mental health, self-perception, relationships, personal safety and experiences of 
independence. Hon Nick Goiran discussed those issues during his contribution, and I thank him for raising them. 
It is important that, as a state and a community, we raise these issues. All of us are born into a body and we should 
not be held back by traditional perceptions that boys should be muscular and girls should be a lot more feminine. 
I think it is important that people are encouraged and supported to pursue their dreams and aspirations. It is important 
that that correct view of the world is educated to our young people and children. For example, in the old days, 
there were a lot of perceptions about people from different cultural backgrounds and people would sometimes say 
very unpleasant stuff about other people’s sexual orientation. It is important that we respect every person, including 
every young person and child. We need to let young people know that it is important that they should be respected 
and that they should respect others and not judge them on factors that are not in their control. The committee stated 
in its report that this is consistent with international data, which indicates that there has been a decline in adolescent 
emotional wellbeing in the past decade and that the gender wellbeing gap is widening. This is a continuing trend 
that is really worrying. If I can take a guess, it is the overload of information that people are experiencing every 
day through their mobile phones, smart watches, iPads and other electronic devices that is having a negative impact 
on their mental health and wellbeing, and certainly that of children and young people. Some people will give their 
very young child an iPad to play with. That will certainly have a very negative impact. I look forward to the next 
opportunity to discuss this report. 
The DEPUTY CHAIR (Hon Dr Sally Talbot): I will give the call to Hon Klara Andric for next time. 
Consideration of report adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to standing orders. 
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